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OF NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK

639 Main Street 14301

A UNIQUE CHURCH
This church is composed of people who vary in their religious thought and
who expect and desire no conformity or uniformity of opinion. Centering
around freedom of religious belief and a generous tolerance o f other people's
beliefs instead of arounc:\ a particular creed or book or tradition or person, we
welcome among us all manner of religious thinkers: theists, agnostics, hum anists,
atheists, and my,stics. Everyone, regardless of,past religious background or present religious 9utlook, is welcome among us. From our diversity is drawn our
greatest sense of vitality.
Consistj!nt with our uniquely liberal approach to religion is our op enness to
the wisdom of t~e other world religious traditions as well as to th e wisd om of
the worlsf's secular · disciplines. Thus, six banners representing the six major
world religions, in addit ion to two banners representing Unitarian Universalism,
grace th_e interior walls of our church, serving as visible reminders of our opennds an d d iversity. The six faiths represented (and symbolized along the front
border of this brochure) are : Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam
and Taoism, plus the flaming chalice and the interlocking circles of Unitarian
Universalism.
While ours is a small church, both locally and internationally , it is a unique
church, which not infrequ ently attracts outstanding individuals. John Adams,
Susan B. Anthony, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Dorthea Dix, Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Louisa M. Alcott, Horace Mann and Thomas Jefferson all had at least two
things in common: (1) they were all outstanding individuals, and (2) they were
all either Unitarians or Universalists.
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OUR FELLOW SHIP TODAY

A BROADE R FELLOW SHIP

Our church's life revolves around weekly Sunday Services ( 11 :00 A.M.) for
adults and our Church School program (I 1:00 A.M.) for children.
Afterward s, coffee and juice is served downstairs in Unity Hall where we join
newcomers and friends in conversati on and sometimes convene to share our
diverse views on the topic of the morning's service.

This church is a member of the
Unitarian U niversalist Associatio n,
whose main offices are located in
Boston, Massachus etts. The UUA has a
membersh ip of more than 1,000
congregati ons serving nearly 200,000
adults and church school children.
The Unitaria n Universa list
Associa tion represen ts the
consolidat ion of two denominat ions
which developed out of a Christian
heritage into free thinking, not
exclusively Christian churches. The
consolidat ion m 1961 united the
Universalists, who first organized in
1793, and the Unitarian s, who
organized themselves in 1825.
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Our Church School, consistent with our liberal approach to religion with
adults, seeks to facilitate the developme nt of each child's own life orientation .
As frustrating as it may be at times, we do not believe that religion, or a life
orientation , is something to be "given" or "taught" to a child. Rather, we
believe it is something which grows and is distilled out of a wealth of real life
experiences. We do try to expose our children to the thoughts and beliefs of
various religion's, philosophi es, and life styles, but we try not to impose upon
our children any one value or belief system.

The Unitarian Universal ist
Associatio n
25 Beacon Street, Boston, MA

OUR LOCAL BEGINNI NGS
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The Niagara Falls - Lewiston area had known several earlier attempts in the
nineteenth century to establish Unitarian and Universalist churches, but it
was not until 1913, under the leadership of Mr. J. Allen Johnson, that the
present church began to take shape. For the first several years services were
held in various halls and lodge rooms around the city of Niagara Falls, with
much of the inspiration coming from visiting professors and students from
Meadville Theologic al School in Meadville, Pennsylva nia.
By 1920 the venture looked promising enough that the congregati on was
ready to hire its first minister and to officially organize itself. Rev. Dr. Orville
Bruce Swift was called from Middletow n, N.Y., and on Sunday, October 17,
1920 The First Unitarian Church was organized with 34 Charter Members, a
Constituti on, and a Board of 9 Trustees. Mr. J. Allen Johnson was elected
President.
Early the next year, in 1921 , it was decided to buy and build a church upon
the present site on Main Street. When it came to the excavation , however, it
was discovered that the site chosen rested upon solid rock. This rock, broken
into suitable sizes, now serves as the rubble exterior of the church.

A variety of adult programs are offered each year in an effort to expand our
horizons, deepen and sharpen our sensibilities, and generally improve our
relationshi p to ourselves, one another, and to a variety of life concerns. Most
recently programs have been offered in Death and Dying and Human

Sexuality.

Similarly, at any one time we usually have a couple of ongoing groups.
Presently a Women's Group and a Book Discussio n Group are holding
meetings.

A wide variety of socia l events are also sponsor ed by the church throughout
the year to further enha nce the vitality of our commu n ity life: potluck dinners,
squa re da nces, picnics, theatre parties, grou p breakfasts, and ma ny m ore.
Opportu nities exist fo r action on a variety of local and nationa l social
concern s through our Socia l Concern s Grou p as well as through o
ur
denom ina tion's Unitaria n Univers alist Service Com mittee, whose offices a
re
loca ted in Boston.
T he church depends for its existence solely upo n the co ntributi ons of its
members and frien ds. A financia l campaig n is conduct ed each year to solicit
volunta ry pledges of financia l support for t he fo llowing fiscal year.

INTERESTED?

If this sounds like it might be the right kind of church for you, please feel
free to come join us at 11:00 A.M. some Sunday morning (except July and
August). We'd love to have you.

If you are not already on our newsletter mailing list and you would like to
be,just fill out your name and address below. There is no charge or obligation.
Also, if you have any question s, please feel free to contact the minister
(call
28,-8381 or 282-l42 1)or jot them down in the space provided below. Send the
form below to:
The Unitaria n Universalist Church
639 Main Street
Niagara Falls, N .Y. 14301

Please send me/ us the church's newsletter until further notice.
Name(s) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Address - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Zip _ _ _ __

Telephone - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I would like more informa tion regarding:
O UR M INISTE R
The church elects a minister , on the recom mendati on of a congreg ational
Pulp it Commi ttee, for an indefini te tenure.
The minister conduct s Dedicat ion Services for children , marriag e
ceremon ies, funeral and memoria l services. He or she counsel s the troubled
,
visits the sick, represen ts the church to the commu nity, and meets with
committ ees. Withou t trying to complet e the list,' we should add that his or her
work generally centers itself around prepara tion for Sunday Services.

Unitaria n Universalism
Your Church School
The history of your local church
I would like to meet the minister
Other (specify) _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _.____ _ _ _ _ _ __

Our present minister, since October of 1974, is the Rev. Dr. Andrew C.
Kenned y. Drew holds a B.A. in Philoso phy from the University of Michiga
n.
a Masters (M.T.S. ) degree and a Doctor of Ministry (D. Min .) degree from
Meadville Theolog ica l School at the U niversity of Ch icago. ·
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